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TO  THE  LLANFYLLIN  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1963. 

As  a result  of  my  absence  from  duty  for  several  months  during 
1963-64,  caused  by  illness  and  accident,  I have  experienced  great  difficulty 
in  bringing  my  work  up  to  date,  especially  in  view  of  the  limited  clerical 
assistance  at  my  disposal;  unfortunately,  during  such  absences  only  urgent 
matters  are  dealt  with;  other  problems  await  my  return  to  duty. 

The  Vital  Statistics  of  Llanfyllin  Borough  for  1963,  compare 
favourably  with  those  of  Montgomeryshire  and  England  and  Wales; 
in  spite  of  the  high  birth  rate,  the  population  continued  to  fall  due, 
possibly  to  the  “ drift  ” of  the  younger  generation  to  the  towns  for 
employment.  Heart  disease  was  the  main  cause  of  death  (2  of  7 such 
deaths  were  from  coronary  heart  disease).  There  were  no  deaths  from 
cancer  of  the  lung. 

On  April  1st,  1963,  the  new  Montgomeryshire  Water  Board  took  over 
final  control  of  the  various  water  undertakings.  There  are  areas  in  the 
Borough  where  an  extended  mains  water  supply  is  desperately  needed  since 
the  many  untreated  private  supplies  are  usually  qualitatively  unsatisfactory 
and  in  some  instances  quantitatively  inadequate,  especially  where  they  are 
derived  from  shallow  wells. 

On  October  1st,  1963,  the  new  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  came  into 
force  making  it  compulsory  for  all  meat  to  be  inspected  and  stamped  with 
an  approval  mark  identifying  the  certifying  authority,  and  this  system  is 
now  in  force. 

A survey  is  to  be  made  of  all  food  premises  to  ensure  that  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  (1960)  are  complied  with  on  premises  where  food  is 
prepared  or  sold  to  the  public.  There  is  generally,  a woeful  lack  of  aware- 
ness of  the  dangers  to  health  resulting  from  “ dirty  food  ”,  and  constant 
vigilance  and  re-education  of  food  handlers  is  essential.  In  other  parts 
of  my  district  surveys  are  being  carried  out;  this  in  itself,  is  not  the  end  of 
the  story;  routine  re-inspections  of  the  premises  will,  we  hope,  become  a 
regular  procedure. 

I would,  in  conclusion  like  to  thank  the  Public  Health  Inspector  for 
preparing  that  part  of  the  report  relating  to  the  “ Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  Area.” 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ELINOR  M.  GREVILLE. 


July,  1965. 
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LLANFYLLIN  BOROUGH  COUNCIL  AT  31st  MARCH,  1963 


The  Mayor:  Alderman  I.  H.  LEWIS 
Deputy  Mayor:  Alderman  J.  E.  EVANS 

Alderman  DAVID  JONES 
Alderman  J.  M.  OWEN 
Councillors:  D.  LI.  EVANS 

Mrs.  M.  E.  JONES 
P.  A.  JONES 
A.  F.  MANN 
G.  O.  RICHARDS 
L.  T.  ROBERTS 
R.  D.  ROBERTS 
Mrs.  I.  D.  SELLY 
A.  W.  WATKINS 
I.  M.  WATKINS 

Town  Clerk  T.  E.  A.  Jarvis,  Solicitor 


Officers  of  the  Health  Department 


Medical  Officer  (District  Elinor  M.  Greville,  M.R.C.S., 
M.O.H.  N.  Montgomery-  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

shire) 


Borough  Surveyor  and  Public 
Health  Inspector 


LI.  O.  Evans,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods) 


R.  A.  Birch,  A.I.M.T.A.,  A.C.W.A. 


Mrs.  M.  A.  Davies 


Borough  Treasurer  

Borough  Collecting  Officer.... 
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SECTION  “ A ” 


General  Statistics 

Area  of  District — 8,143  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  resident  population— 1,230. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books — 406. 
Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1963 — £12,042. 

Sum  of  Penny  Rate — £47  14s.  2d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population. 

Estimated  Mid- 1963 — 1,230. 

Estimated  Mid- 1962 — 1,230. 

Estimated  Mid- 1961 — 1,240. 

Estimated  Mid- 1960 — 1,280 
Estimated  Mid- 1959 — 1,300 
Estimated  Mid-1958 — 1,300 


These  figures  show  that  the  population  has  remained  stationary  for 
2 years.  The  1963  live  births  stood  at  the  figure  of  21 ; as  the  number  of 
deaths  was  25,  the  natural  decrease  in  the  population  was  4. 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 

Live  Births 


Live  births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

9 

12 

21 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

12 

21 

Note:  20  (9  male  and  1 1 female)  of  these  births  took  place  outside  the 
borough,  presumably  in  hospital. 


Crude  Birth  Rate=17.07  per  1,000  total  population. 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  (for  age  and  sex)=19.29  per  1,000  population. 
England  and  Wales  Birth  Rate  (1963) — 18.2  per  1,000  population. 
Montgomeryshire  Birth  Rate  (1963) — 18.51  per  1,000  population. 
Still-Births— 1 (male,  legitimate)=4.8  % of  live  births. 
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Still-birth  Rate— 45.5  per  1,000  total  births.  This  high  figure  was  caused 
by  only  1 such  birth: 


Rate  per  1,000 

Year  Number  of  Still-births  Total  Live  and  Still-births 

1959  — — 

1960  2 118 

1961  2 133 

1962  — — 

1963  1 45.5 

The  1 still-birth  was  caused  by  prematurity. 


Illegitimacy  Rate — Nil. 


Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  immediately  before,  during  and  immediate- 
ly after  confinement) — 45.5  per  1,000  total  births.  The  1 still-birth  gave 
rise  to  this  rate. 


Total  Infant  Mortality— There  were  no  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of 
age. 


Deaths 

All  causes: 


Male 

13 

Female  . . 

12 

Total 

25 

Note:  8 of  these  deaths  (6  males  and  2 females)  occurred  at  “ Y 
Dolydd.” 

Crude  death  rate:  20.33  per  1,000  population. 

Corrected  death  rate:  15.45  per  1,000  population. 

Montgomeryshire  death  rate:  12.31  per  1,000  population. 
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Deaths  by  age,  cause  and  sex,  during  the  year 


Cause  of  death 

Sex 

Total 

All 

Ages 

Years 

45-55 

55-65 

65-75 

75 

and 

over 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

M 

c 

1 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

r 

M 

1 

1 



F 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . . 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

M 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

F 

4 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

M 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

M 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  heart  disease  

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

M 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Bronchitis 

M 

t? 

1 

- 

— 

- 

1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

r 

M 

r 

2 

— 

1 

- 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . 

r 

M 

r 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

All  other  accidents 

r 

M 









__ 

F 

1 

1 

Suicide 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Total  all  cases 

M 

3 

1 

3 

2 

7 

F 

12 

— 

3 

— 

9 

Grand  Totals 

M&F 

25 

1 

6 

2 

16 

Heart  disease  (7)  was  the  chief  cause  of  death  (2  from  coronary  heart  disease). 
There  were  no  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung. 


Comparative  Statistics  1963 


Birth  rate  (adjusted) 
Death  Rate  (adjusted)  . . 
Still  birth  rate 
Perinatal  mortality  rate 


Llanfyllin 

Borough 

England  & 
Wales 

Monts. 

19.29 

18.2 

18.51 

15.45 

12.2 

12.31 

45.5 

17.3 

16.5 

45.5 

29.3 

27.5 
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SECTION  “ B ” 


(See  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Annual  Report.) 


SECTION  “ C ” 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water  Supplies 

(i)  Quality 

To  report  upon  the  quality  of  the  water  supplies  in  this  district  it  is 
necessary  to  distinguish  between  public  supplies  and  supplies  drawn  from 
private  sources. 

The  public  supply  is  drawn  from  a well  sunk  in  valley  gravel.  Eight 
samples  were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year. 
Six  were  reported  highly  satisfactory  and  two  unsatisfactory. 

The  private  supplies  are  mostly  from  shallow  wells  or  springs  and 
detailed  information  regarding  their  quality  is  not  available  but  I have 
commented  on  this  matter  in  previous  reports.  No  requests  were  received 
for  the  examination  of  private  supplies. 

(ii)  Quantity 

To  report  upon  the  adequacy  of  the  water  supplies  in  the  Borough 
it  is  again  necessary  to  deal  separately  with  those  properties  which  are 
within  reach  of  the  public  mains  and  those  which  have  to  rely  on  private 
supplies. 

The  public  supply  is  adequate  for  all  purposes.  The  dwellings  and 
population  supplied  from  the  mains  are  as  follows: 

Estimated 
No.  of  Dwellings  Population 

Water  laid  on  to  house  or  curtilage  . . 340  1,110 

Dealing  generally  with  the  properties  beyond  the  reach  of  the  water- 
main  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  during  periods  of  drought  the  supplies  are 
inadequate.  The  elevation  of  some  properties  makes  it  difficult  to  supply 
them  economically  but  I consider  that  the  watermains  should  be  extended 
wherever  possible  so  as  to  make  the  maximum  use  of  an  adequate  source. 
1 am  glad  to  note  however  that  a high  proportion  of  the  houses  in  the 
district  are  provided  with  a mains  water  supply. 

(iii)  Plumbo-Solvent  Action 

The  public  water  supply  is  treated  for  the  correction  of  pH  value  and 
1 would  not  expect  the  water  to  have  a marked  aggressive  action  on 
metals. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Following  the  construction  in  1953  of  new  sewerage  works  for  the 
town  the  position  regarding  drainage  and  sewerage  is  satisfactory  within 
the  built-up  area  of  the  district. 

Closet  Accommodation 

The  construction  of  the  new  sewerage  scheme  made  it  possible  to 
convert  most  of  the  pail  closets  in  the  town.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  no  pail  closets  in  use  in  the  built-up  area  of  the  district. 

Public  Cleansing. . 

Throughout  the  year  under  review  arrangements  were  in  force  for  the 
weekly  collection  of  house  refuse.  The  service  was  confined  to  the  contents 
of  bins  and  the  refuse  was  disposed  of  on  one  tip  situated  outside  the 
Borough  and  one  situated  within  the  Borough.  The  service  is  available 
throughout  the  built-up  area  of  the  district  and  along  the  principal  roads 
in  the  rural  area. 

Public  Health  Inspections 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspector  carried  out  the  following 
inspections : 


Public  Health 

11 

Food  and  Drugs 

3 

Housing  Inspections 

22 

Drainage 

12 

Building  Inspections 

21 

Meat  Inspections 

136 

Refuse  Disposal 

2 

As  a result  of  the  above  inspections  the  following  notices  were  served 
with  the  result  indicated: 

No.  served  . . . . 5 

No.  complied  with  . . 3 

Shops  and  Offices 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

Caravan  Sites 

There  were  no  licensed  sites  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1963. 

Smoke  Abatement 

No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  area. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

Factories  Act,  1937-1959 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

Outworkers 

There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district  and  therefore  no  statistics 
relating  to  Part  VIII  of  the  Act  of  1937  are  included  in  this  report. 

SECTION  “ E ” 

The  following  information  is  required  to  be  included  in  this  report: 

(1)  There  were  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1959  the  following 
numbers  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  sold  or  stored: 


Butcher’s  Shops  . . . . . . 2 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  . . 1 

General  Provisions  Shops  . . 5 

Greengrocer’s  Shops  . . . . 1 

Cafes  . . . . . . . . 2 

Confectioner’s  Shops  . . . . 6 

Licensed  Premises  . . . . 3 


(2)  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  requires  the 
registration  of  all  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ice  cream 
or  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled 
or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale.  The  following  numbers  of  premises 
are  so  registered: 

For  the  sale  of  ice  cream  . . 5 

For  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  1 

(3)  Observation  of  the  food  premises  generally  in  the  Borough 
suggests  that  there  are  many  cases  where  the  conditions  do  not  comply 
with  the  Food  Flygiene  (General)  Regulations  1960. 

It  is  hoped  that  more  attention  will  be  given  to  this  important  section 
of  public  health  work  in  the  near  future. 

(4)  Educational  activity  in  relation  to  food  hygiene  was  confined 
to  advice  and  discussion. 

(5)  One  slaughterhouse  was  in  operation  in  the  district  throughout 
the  year  and  the  following  table  shows  meat  inspected  and  condemned. 
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Meat  Inspection 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

113 

_____ 

_ 

891 

188 

Number  inspected  . . 

113 

— 

— 

891 

188 

Al  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

AND  CYSTICERCOSIS 
Whole  carcase  condemned  . . 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

19 

75 

16 

% of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  tubercu- 
losis and  cysticerci 

16.82% 

_ ___ 

8.53 

8.51 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcase  condemned  . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1 

% of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.53 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

5 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Weight  Condemned  — 493  lbs. 


SECTION  “ F ” 

Infectious  Diseases  Control 

Thirty-three  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  second  quarter 
of  1963  and  were  distributed  amongst  the  various  age  groups  as  follows: 

Male  Female 
— 1 

2 1 

4 1 

2 2 

1 1 

7 16 

1 3 

1 — 

18  25 


Under  1 year  . . 

1- 2  years 

2- 3  years 

3- 4  years 

4- 5  years 

5- 9  years 
10-14  years  . . 
1 5-24  years  . . 

Totals  (all  ages) 
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Tuberculosis 

One  new  case  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  notified;  a male  aged 
28  years.  One  male  aged  between  70-80  years  died  from  this  cause.  Only 
4 deaths  from  tuberculosis  occurred  in  the  county.  The  programme  for 
vaccination  against  tuberculosis  continued  in  the  Llanfyllin  High  and 
Secondary  Modern  Schools,  where  59  pupils  were  successfully  vaccinated. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  continued  its  services  during  the  year 
and  the  local  population  response  was  satisfactory;  in  Welshpool  356 
persons  were  examined  and  4 persons  were  referred  to  the  clinic  for  further 
examination. 

Immunization  - Vaccination 

Throughout  the  County  the  immunisation  programme  continued  to 
offer  facilities  to  the  populace  for  protection  against  whooping  cough, 
diphtheria,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis  and  parents  of  children  attending  the 
County  Health  Clinics  were  advised  to  seek  smallpox  vaccination,  after  the 
first  year  of  life,  from  the  local  general  practitioners. 

Food  poisoning 

Whilst  no  such  cases  were  notified — numbers  of  the  population  were 
intermittently  affected  by  “ Stomach  trouble  ” — one  wonders  if  this  was 
not  symptomatic  of  endemic  “ dysentery  ” or  “ food  poisoning.” 


11 


